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A Raisin in the Sun 

QUESTIONS: Answer each question in regards to the play. Answers should be min. one 

paragraph in length each. Make sure you always EXPLAIN your answer, offering analysis. 

Adhere to MLA formatting and style conventions. If you are unfamiliar with MLA, visit 

www.owl.purdue.edu. Type and proofread your work! 

 

1. Create an IN-DEPTH character analysis for each of the following: the analysis should 

include a thorough description of the character—their personality, role in relation to 

others, what they represent, their motivations, fears, goals, etc (add on to/modify it as 

each character evolves).  

 Beneatha  Ruth  Walter Lee  Mama   

Comprehension Questions 

2. Describe the setting of A Raisin in the Sun. What is significant about it? 

3. How could you describe Ruth and Walter’s relationship at the beginning of the play? 

4. How does Ruth react when she realizes Mama may use some of the money for a house? 

What does this tell us about Ruth’s values? 

5. What is Mama’s motive for buying a house in the all-white community of Clybourne 

Park? 

6. Describe Mr. Lindner; what is his role and what does he symbolize? 

7. How does Mama symbolically make Walter the head of the household? 

8. Quote one bit of dialogue (it can be more than one sentence) from the play that you 

found meaningful or indicative of a major theme. Why did you choose it? 

http://www.owl.purdue.edu/
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9. Lorraine Hansberry prefaces her play with a poem by Langston Hughes. How does the 

play illustrate the theme of the poem? In what way is the concept of the "dream 

deferred" central to the play? 

Reflection Questions 

10. Which character were you most able to empathize with in the play and why? Use 

specific examples of places where/ ways in which you identified with them. 

11. What is one thing or person you considered symbolic in the play? Identify it and explain 

what it symbolized. 

12. What, in your opinion, are the greatest strains on Walter and Ruth’s marriage? Explain. 

13. What would you consider the biggest turning point in the play? Explain. 

14. What emotions or reactions did this play arouse in you at various points? Explain. 

15. What connections are there between the book and our society? Explain. 

Quote Questions 

For 16-20, Identify the following: a) who said it, b) what the context was (why/when it was 

said), c) its significance to the meaning of the work as a whole. 

16. “I ain’t never stop trusting you.  Like I ain’t never stop loving you.” 

17. “What do you think you are going to gain by moving into a neighborhood where you just 

aren’t wanted….” 

18. “…[Walter] needs something—something I can’t give him anymore.” 

19. “Oh—So now it’s life. Money is life. Once upon a time freedom used to be life—now it’s 

money. I guess the world really do change . . . . something has changed. You something 

new, boy. In my time we was worried about not being lynched . . . You ain’t satisfied or 
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proud of nothing we done. I mean that you had a home; that we kept you out of trouble 

till you was grown; that you don’t have to ride to work on the back of nobody’s 

streetcar—You my children—but how different we done become.”  

20. “[W]e have decided to move into our house because my father—my father—he earned 

it for us brick by brick. We don’t want to make no trouble for nobody or fight no causes, 

and we will try to be good neighbors. And that’s all we got to say about that. We don’t 

want your money.” 

 

Questions? Email me at grossmann.blythe@brevardschools.org OR message me through our 

Remind group (text @fegb26 to 81010 to join). 

Please allow one week for responses over the summer. 

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENTS DUE WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24th!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


